10                         The American Problem
President John Adams, as Minister to Berlin. "When
the American Minister to Prussia, the son of the President,
arrived at the capital of Prussia, he was examined by a dapper
young officer of the guard, who unblushingly admitted^ that
he had never even heard of the United States of America/'1 A
century and a quarter later a successor of John Adams and
John Quincy Adams in the White House deposed the
Hohenzollerns, and another quarter of a century after that,
another successor was Commander-in-Chief of an army
which put more men in the air over Berlin than Washington
had Americans under him at Valley Forge or at Yorktown.
I remembered, too, that when the British troops under
General O'Hara marched out at Yorktown in ^ 1781 to
surrender to Washington and Rochambeau, their bands
played " The World Turned Upside Down," And as in the
darkening months and years, I heard the apologists for the
new Danegeld preach the policy of buying Hitler off,*even,
if absolutely necessary, with British property, I wondered if
they, with" their subservience to the new enemy of all
American political religion, really cared nothing^for American
goodwill or thought, like the Germans, that it was a mere
matter of sentiment, that there was time enough before the
American giant awoke to see that he awoke, like Gulliver in
Lilliput, bound hand and foot.
But many of them, English and German, did not even thini
that he was a giant, that the world had really been turned
upside down at Yorktown, that it was time that even the
smuggest Prussian expert or English politician learned what if
meant that the United States had grown to its present stature
and to its present unity.
That the Japanese and Germans made a mistake they are
now learning the hard way* That those of us who underrated
the speed and power of American action were wrong, we are
now learning in a much more agreeable fashion. Yet the
American problem remains*
It is a double problem. It is the problem of making intelligible
to the American people, the nature of the changes in the
modern world which they can lead, which they can resist, but
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